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desire a son, then go to Bhai Budha, an ancient Sikh
of Baba Nanak's time, and wait on him. He dwell-
eth in a forest. He is a humble man. He carrieth
firewood and grass, and sendeth to my kitchen the
corn which is the Guru's right after the cultivators
have taken their share. He is ever engaged in
worship, and only eateth when he receiveth food
from the Guru's kitchen. If he be pleased, he will
bless thee and thou shalt have a son. God arrangeth
the affairs of His saints/

Next day the Guru's wife set out in great state
to see Bhai Budha. She took with her as her atten-
dants the wives of the headmen of Amritsar. They
rode in carriages, palkis, and sedans, and formed an
imposing procession. She was also attended by
servants male and female who carried plates of
sweets as offerings to the saint. They reached his
place in the forest in the afternoon when he was
hungry and thirsty, and in momentary expectation
of his meal from the Guru's kitchen. When he saw
the dust of the cortege flying, and the carriages,
palkis, sedans, bearers and horsemen approaching
at high speed, he said, * Is there a stampede from
Amritsar that the inhabitants have left the city and
sought shelter here ?J The Guru's wife, on being
informed of Bhai Budha's surprise, was much dis-
tressed, and remarked that her journey had brought
her a curse instead of a blessing. Having made her
obeisance and placed before him the delicious food
she had brought, she addressed him : ' Thou hast
seen and heard and served Guru Nanak. Thou art
respected by us and worthy art thou of reverence.
The Guru hath sent me to thee that by thy blessing
I may obtain the boon of a son/

Bhai Budha replied, ' Revered lady, I am but
the grass-cutter and servant of thy house. If I pos-
sessed the power thou supposest, why should I cut
grass and sweep the Guru's stables ? It is the Guru
himself who fulfilleth every one's desires. It is the